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Bible Study 3 – True friendship – 1 Sam. 20:1-17, 30-42  
A personal crisis is a sure way to find out who your friends are in life. Up until recently, we 

would have said we have quite a few friends. So, with my wife being diagnosed with cancer 

and being told she has very little time to live, you would think that ALL of our friends would 

come to the fore. This assumption, however, is wrong. It now seems that we have only a few 

friends, who have shown they really care about us. They offer 24 hour assistance and they 

are ‘here’ for us whenever we need them. These friends have helped us cope with this crisis. 

They offer to do our shopping, our cleaning, our ironing and whatever else we feel we need. 

One of them is even going so far as to help in chasing up the funeral requirements. They 

make us smile in the midst of all this pain we feel ourselves going through day after day. 

The context 

(1 Sam 8-19) 

 

Saul was the first king over Israel (1052–1010BC). Because of 

Saul’s unfaithfulness, he is to be replaced by David as king. 

After David courageously killed Goliath, Saul became jealous of 

David and tried to kill him. 

PART 1 Read and summarise each section – 1 Samuel 18 – 2 Samuel 1 
Covenant 

(1 Sam 18:1-4) 

 

David in danger 

(1 Sam 20:1-9) 

 

Covenant 

reconfirmed 

(1 Sa 20:10-17) 

 

Saul’s anger 

(1 Sa 20:30-34) 

 

David’s 

farewell  

(1 Sa 20:35-42) 

 

Jonathan’s 

eulogy  

(2 Sam 1:25-27) 

 

 

PART 2 Things I discovered in this passage 
1.  What I learnt about God. 

 

 

2.  What I learnt about people like us. 

 

 

3.  Summarise a key verse in your own words.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. What are the most important biblical principles being taught? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Which other parts of the passage caught your attention? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  What factors enhance or inhibit the relationship with your closest friend 

(excluding your spouse)? 

 

 

 

 

7. Which parts of the passage were difficult to understand?  What questions 

come to your mind? 

 

 

Let’s support our closest friends in the hills and valleys of life (Jn. 15:13). 


