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Bible Study 2 - Be fruitful in service 

Three Greek words are used in the New Testament to describe service: 

 diakoneo (Strongs #1247), which means “to serve (or minister)”; “caring for the 

needs of others as the Lord guides in an active, practical way”. 

 diakonia (Strongs #1248), which means “active service (or ministry) done with a 

willing attitude”. 

 diakoneo (Strongs #1249), which means “anyone who performs any service”. 

When these words occur in the Bible passages below, they have been put into italics. 

Jesus Christ served 

Jesus told He disciples, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Note that Jesus came to 

“serve” and to “give”. Luke reports it as “But I am among you as one who serves” 

(Luke 22:27). 

1. What is the context of this statement (Matthew 20:25-27)? What was Jesus 

teaching them about? 

 

 

2. Why was Jesus teaching this (Luke 22:24)? 

 

 

Philippians 2:5-8 “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 

Christ Jesus: 
6 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

used to His own advantage;  
7 
rather, He made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant (a slave), 

being made in human likeness.  
8 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 

obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

3. What position did Jesus give up (v.6)? 

 

4. What position did Jesus take on (v.7)? 

 

5. What is the context of this passage (Philippians 2:3-4; 4:2)? What was 

Jesus teaching them about? 

 
 
 
 

6. What attitude did Christ display and how did He display it?  

 

 

Our service 

Ephesians 4:11-13 “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers,  
12 

to equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up  
13 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

7. What is the purpose of the spiritual gifts listed in v.11 (look for the word 

“to”)? 

 

 

8. What is the result of Christian service (look for the word “so”)? 

 

 

Note that “His people” (v.12), includes all Christians. We are all commanded to 

undertake “works of service”. In this sense, every Christian is meant to be in full-

time Christian service (or ministry). 
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Paul said our faith should result in a life of service: 

Ephesians 2:10 “we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

The following passages say we should serve as stewards (managers) and servants 

(slaves). 

1 Peter 4:10-11 “
 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, 

they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they 

should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ.” 

Colossians 1:7 “Epaphras, our dear fellow servant (slave), who is a faithful minister 

of Christ” (Colossians 1:7). 

By using the word “fellow”, Paul infers that Timothy and himself (“our” refers to 

the writers; Colossians 1:1) are also servants (slaves).  

9. From the above two passages, who should we serve? 

 

 

 

Other things I discovered in this study 
10.  What I learnt about Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

11.  What I learnt about people like us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. What should be a Christian’s attitude to service?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is this important? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. How can you be more fruitful in your service? 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s serve the Lord and others obediently, humbly and selflessly so 

people can be built up in the Christian faith. 
 

 

 


