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Bible Study 1 - Be fruitful at work 

God worked to create the universe – “God saw all that He had made, and it was 

very good (Genesis 1:31). God put Adam in the Garden of Eden “to work it and 

take care of it” (Genesis 2:15). This work was more difficult after he sinned – 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from 

it all the days of your life. 
 
It will produce thorns and thistles for you ... 

 
By the 

sweat of your brow you will eat your food” (Genesis 3:17-19). Since then God has 

worked bringing people back into fellowship with Himself – “My Father is always 

at His work to this very day, and I (Jesus) too am working” (John 5:17). 

Paul said that Christians should be “bearing fruit in every good work” (Colossians 

1:10). These good works are the fruit of our faith – “we are God’s handiwork, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

Background 

Slavery was prevalent in New Testament times. The slaves were usually prisoners 

of war or poor people. Slavery rescued captives from death and the poor from 

starvation at a time when there was no government welfare or charities.  

The slavery described in the New Testament was like employment. As we look at 

two passages about slaves and their masters, we can apply these principles to us as 

an employee working for a client, team leader, supervisor or employer, or if we 

lead other workers. 

Ephesians 6:5-9 

5 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of 

heart, just as you would obey Christ.  
6 
Obey them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but as slaves of 

Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.  
7 
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 

8 
because you 

know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they 

are slave or free. 

9 
And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you 

know that He who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no 

favouritism with Him. 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:22-4:1 

22 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their 

eye is on you and to curry their favour, but with sincerity of heart and reverence 

for the Lord.  
23 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

human masters, 
24 

since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the 

Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
25 

Anyone who does wrong 

will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favouritism. 

4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that 

you also have a Master in heaven. 

Application to workers (“slaves” in these passages) 

These two passages on slaves begin with a general statement (the main idea) and 

then explain it with specific details.   

What is the general statement (what were they to do?)? 

 

The specifics (How were they to do it?) 

1. What is this way of working similar to (look for the word “as”)? 

 

Who are we really working for? Who provides all our needs? 

 

2. What two ways of working are contrasted (look for the word “but”)?  

 

 

 

3. What could motivate them to work this way (look for the words “because” 

and “since”)? 
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4. What if we find it difficult at work? How does the behaviour of our boss or 

fellow workers change the general statement and specifics? 

1 Peter 2:18-19 “Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your 

masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who 

are harsh. For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust 

suffering because they are conscious of God.” 

 

 

 

 
5. What principles about work can we get from the following passages? 

Ephesians 4:28 “Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must 

work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have 

something to share with those in need.” 

 

 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 “when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘The 

one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.’ We hear that some among you are 

idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we 

command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food 

they eat. And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is 

good.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other things I discovered in this study 
6.  What I learnt about God the Father or Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  What I learnt about people like us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What should be a Christian’s attitude to work (or study, if you are a student)?  

 

 

 

 

 

Why is this important? 

 

 

 

9. How can you be more fruitful at your work (or study)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s work (or study) obediently, enthusiastically, wholeheartedly and 

patiently so we can support our families and be generous. 


